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France, Paris,  October 24th 2011 

Press re lease  

Mircea CANTOR,   

Winner of the 2011 Marcel Duchamp Prize   

Annually awarded by the ADIAF in the aim of raising 

the international profile of the French art scene, the 

Marcel Duchamp Prize for 2011 goes to Mircea CANTOR, 

an artist born in Rumania in 1977. Lives and works in 

Paris, France.  

The announcement was made on Saturday, the 22nd o f October in Paris at the 

Grand Palais by Gilles FUCHS, President of the Associat ion for the International 

Diffusion of French Art (ADIAF) and Alfred PACQUEMENT, Director of the 

National Museum of Modern Art,  Centre Pompidou and President of the jury. 

“After having considered the qual i ty of the works shown, the jury’s choice went 

to Mircea Cantor, announced Al fred Pacquement. The dense and protean work of 

this art ist born in Rumania 34 years ago deals with phenomena from 

contemporary society for which he proposes symbol ic representat ions. These 

effect ive al legories are as i f  suspended between the real  and the imaginary .” 
 

 

Mircea Cantor, special project for the 

Marcel Duchamp Prize, FIAC, Grand 

Palais, Paris 2011 

Fishing flies: Sculpture/Installation 

made of golden fishhooks fixed onto 

airplanes made from beer cans, nylon 

line, fishnets and bamboo. 

Fishing Flies Collection: Set of 

lures made of golden fishhooks fixed 

onto airplanes made from beer cans 

in a wooden box under glass    

Vertical attempt: One second film in 

loop, colour and sound. 
Photo Jennifer Westjohn 

 

Four art ists working in the f ie ld of visual  and plast ic arts were selected for the 
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11 t h  edit ion of the Marcel Duchamp: Damien CABANES (born in Paris in 1959), 

Mircea CANTOR (born in Rumania in 1977), Gui l laume LEBLON (born in Li l le in 

1971) and Samuel ROUSSEAU (born in Marsei l le in 1971). Mircea CANTOR is 

the successor to Cyprien GAILLARD , winner in 2010. He is to be invited by 

the Centre Pompidou for a three month solo show in the 315 space during the 

autumn of 2012. The ADIAF wi l l  give him a f inancial endowment of 35 000 Euros 

and wi l l  part icipate in the production of the exhibit ion.  The art ist is represented 

by the gal leries Yvon Lambert , Paris, Dvir Gal lery, Tel Aviv and Magazzino, 

Rome. 

 

  
 
Mircea Cantor congratulated Alfred Pacquement and 

Gilles Fuchs 

 
Announcement at the Grand Palais, October 22nd 

 
 

A huge publ ic  of col lectors and people from the art world were gathered together 

on this occasion in the Grand Palais during the 38 t h  edit ion of the FIAC. 

Internationa l jury for  2011: Carolyn CHRISTOV BARKARGIEV (United States,  I ta ly) , 

Curator  and Cr it ic ,  Ar t ist ic  D irector  of  the Kassel Documenta 13 (2012); Rosa DE LA 

CRUZ (United States) ,  Col lec tor; G i l les FUCHS (France), Pres ident of  the ADIAF, 

Col lec tor; Zoe GRAY (Nether lands), Curator  of  the Wit te de With in Rotterdam; 

Jacquel ine MATISSE-MONNIER (France, United States) , Art ist; A l f red PACQUEMENT 

(France), D irector  of  the Nat ional  Museum of  Modern Art,  Centre  Pompidou and Pres ident 

of  the jury and Olympio DA VEIGA PEREIRA (Brazi l) ,  Col lector.  

Reporters for  2011:  Oliv ier  KAEPPELIN, Director  of  the Maeght Foundation  (for  Damien 

Cabanes); François QUINTIN,  Director  of  the Galer ies Lafayette Group Foundat ion (for  

Mircea Cantor);  Thomas BOUTOUX, Exhib i t ion Curator  and Author, Co-d irector  of  

Cast i l lo/Corra les, Par is  (for  Gui l laume Leb lon) and Franço ise PARFAIT, Cr it ic  and 

Academic (for  Samuel Rousseau).  

 

The Marcel Duchamp Prize  

Designed to promote the French art scene on an international scale, the Marcel Duchamp Prize 

was created in 2000 by the ADIAF, an association that today groups together 300 contemporary 

art collectors. Its ambition is to honour a French artist or artist residing in France and working in 

the field of the visual and plastic arts: installation, video, painting, photography, sculpture ... In 

keeping with the essential artist after whom it is named, this prize wishes to bring together the 
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most innovative artists of their generation on the French scene. Organized in partnership with the 

Centre Pompidou and the FIAC, it has honoured some 50 artists –winners and nominees - since its 

creation, thereby offering a very wide overview of contemporary art in France.     

The Marcel Duchamp Prize benefits from the support of: 

Lombard Odier, Sothys, Artcurial , DTAM, Fondation d’entreprise Hermès, 

Inlex IP Expertise, Bovis Fine Art, Eeckman Art Insurance and from the 

collaboration of  Creativtv    

 

Previous winners of the Marcel  Duchamp Prize  

Thomas Hirschhorn (2000), Dominique Gonzalez-Foerster  (2002), Mathieu 

Mercier  (2003), Carole Benzaken (2004), Claude Closky  (2005), Philippe 

Mayaux (2006), Tatiana Trouvé  (2007), Laurent Grasso  (2008), Saâdane Afif  

(2009) and Cyprien Gaillard  (2010). 

 

Contact presse ADIAF : Caroline Crabbe, 33 6 10 19 36 31 

carolinecrabbe@wanadoo.fr – www.adiaf.com 

 

 

 


